INTRODUCTION

Why Isaiah? Why Now
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WHY ISAIAR?

Isaiah 40-66
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WHY ISAIAH? GENERAL REASONS

1. The New Testament and the Hebrew Bible are both needed to
comprehend the whole, unified biblical drama.




WHY ISAIAH? GENERAL REASONS
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2. Jesus messianic self-understanding and teachings, rely on Isaiah more
than any other Torah text, besides the Psalms. (Jesus’ inaugural sermon

Lk. 4:16-19 f. Is. 61:1,2; 58;60)




WHY ISAIAH? GENERAL REASONS

3. In the history of Christian interpretation, Isaiah’s suffering servant
foreshadows Jesus, as the messianic saviour.

THE SERVANT

ISAIAH 33




WHY ISAIAH? GENERAL REASONS
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4. The Christian tradition identifies Isaiah as a Fifth Gospel. “If the other

four gospels ever were lost, it would not matter, as long as we still have
Isaiah.”
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WHY NOW 7 WHY WATERSHED?

satah 40-66
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WHY ISAIAH? NOW AT WATERSHED
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1. Watershed and Isaiah’s faith communaity reflect similar patterns of:
covenant obedience (orientation); covenant failure and exile
(disorientation) and covenant renewal (reorientation). This is a helpful

model to track our spiritual progress.
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WHY ISAIAH? NOW AT WATERSHED

2. Supposing Watershed is approaching a time of covenant renewal and an
end to the extilic suffering, What 1s the new song we are to sing alongside

the prophet Isaiah and the returning community?




WHY ISAIAH? NOW AT WATERSHED

3. We start at Second-Isaiah (40-60) since it connects with the covenant
stage of renewal, and with a song of liberation and hope.

““i Hope is the seed of liberation.
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WHY ISAIAH? NOW AT WATERSHED

4. Isaiah’s theme of the God’s creational sovereignty (monotheism) over all
other pretenders (ideologies, political empires) is a corrective to the
irrelevance of our traditional and mythic god images.,




WHY ISAIAH? NOW AT WATERSHED
5. Isaiah’s emphasts that God
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restore and reorient our Watershed communaty.
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